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Dear Students and Guardians: 

 
First of all, thank you for your interest in the Piner Drill Team! This year we are getting off to a VERY early start, but we 
have again been given a wonderful opportunity by the SHS Hi-Steppers, and I didn’t want to pass it up! 
 
On Friday, October 4th, the Piner drill team has been asked to perform with the Hi-Steppers as part of Spirit Night 
(middle school night). In order to achieve this, there are several things that each student will have to do: learn a routine, 
attend mandatory practices, and wear the appropriate uniform. I’m looking for students who are serious about this 
commitment! We will continue to meet throughout the year for various activities, and in the spring we will begin 
meeting as part of the “prep” camp for high school tryouts, so if you are not ready for this performance, there will be 
other opportunities. 
 
If you are serious about learning the dance and performing on the 4th, we will be having tryouts for drill team on Friday, 
September 13th. There will be a guardian informational meeting on Wednesday, September 4th at 5:30 in room 203. If 
you are unable to make the meeting, please let me know. We will be discussing practice days & times, performance 
expectations, as well as possible fundraising to offset uniform costs this year. 
 
This year there will be a tryout process for the Piner Drill Team. The team will consist of the top 15 scoring participants. 
Tryout practice will start on Thursday, 9/5, at 3:30. We will learn a short routine on Thursday and Friday. The next week, 
we will meet Wednesday, 9/11 and Thursday, 9/12, to rehearse the routine with our tryout groups. Tryouts will be 
Friday, 9/13 after school. Results will be posted on my teacher webpage by participant number. To tryout for officer, 
students should choreograph a 30 second routine and have 3 8-counts prepared to teach other students. Officer 
positions available will be captain, co-captain, and lieutenant. There will also be manager positions available as needed. 
 
For the high school performance, practices will be held at the high school with the Hi-Steppers based on their schedule. 
The practice schedule will be shared as soon as it is received. Thursday before the game is a mandatory practice that will 
be held on the band pad at 3:30 for us to practice with the band. Thursday practice may run longer than 4:30. That 
practice is held until everyone is comfortable with each part of what they have to do during the performance. If you do 
not attend the Thursday practice, you will NOT be allowed to perform. This rule applies to the high school team too, so 
make plans to attend and be there for as long as it takes! 
 
Performance will be on Friday night, October 4th. You will be asked to wear a uniform, but at this time, it is unclear 
exactly what that will be. 
 
I am very excited about this opportunity & look forward to a great year of fun! 
 
Gracefully yours, 
 
 
 
Mrs. Jennifer McCarthy 
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